[Tramadol for acute postoperative pain in children].
The real place of tramadol in the armatarium of postoperative analgesics in children remains to be defined. This paper presents a synthetic review of the present knowledge regarding the efficacy, dosage and possible routes of administration of tramadol to children in the postoperative period. The intravenous and oral routes are the most used. The perinervous routes (epidural, around peripheral nerves, skin infiltration) are controversial. Tramadol is a good alternative to NSAIDs and to morphine for moderate pain but its efficacy is variable due to the genetic polymorphism of its metabolism and possible drug interactions.